
 

15th EU-India Summit, 15 July 2020 

 

The 15th summit between India and the European Union took place on 15th 

July 2020 via video conference, in order to address some important aspects 

of their Strategic Partnership, which aims at creating benefits for citizens of 

both countries. 

The Summit revealed to be an opportunity for EU-India leaders to agree to 

cooperate in order to recover from the negative consequences of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, and to alleviate them, both on the social and on the 

economic side. The leaders agreed about the importance of mutual 

synergies in fighting the Coronavirus at a global level, improving effective 

diagnostics and treatments, while the research to find a vaccine available to 

all goes on.  

On the economic side, the Summit has underlined the need to boost 

economic recovery in the post-Coronavirus context: both parties have 

committed themselves to common future goals, described in the “EU-India 

Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025”, in terms of balanced trade and 

better investment relations, sustainable growth and modernization, 

resource efficiency and circular economy. According to the Joint Statement, 

to unleash the Partnership’s full potential, the Parties decided to set up a 

High Level Dialogue to “provide guidance to the bilateral trade and 

investment relations and to address multilateral issues of mutual interest”.  

In general, many essential features have to be addressed in order to reach 

the planned objectives, therefore EU and India will not only focus on trade 

relationships, but they “will further develop cooperation on smart and 

sustainable urbanisation, information and communication technology, 

transport, space and health security”. 

 

A separate discussion was made on energy, both sides have underlined 

their commitment to the principles of the Paris Agreement, and reaffirmed 

their will to cooperate under the “Clean Energy and Climate Partnership”. 



 

Europe has announced the strategy it intends to adopt with regard to 

climate change and environmental pollution, while India is still developing 

the framework to be presented. Surely, the two countries will participate in 

a coordinated manner in the International Solar Alliance and in the Platform 

on Sustainable Finance.  

Other far reaching initiatives discussed during the Summit are the Indian 

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), the Leadership Group 

for Industry Transition, and a new plan regarding biodiversity protection to 

be adopted in 2021.  

For all these initiatives to be implemented, it is necessary to encourage 

active people-to-people exchanges, which are addressed in the CAMM 

(Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility), with respect to students, 

researchers, professionals, businesspersons and tourists.  

The parties are also trying to combine their respective regulations in terms 

of personal data protection and cross-border data flows. The leaders 

agreed to promote an inclusive digital economy and rules-based 

connectivity, leaving the door open to any potential comprehensive 

connectivity partnership between the two regions. The next step will be a 

five-year renewal of the “EU-India Science and Technology Agreement”. 

 

 


